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unkind reference to Augustine's acquaintance with the Greek fathers and to his weakness for writing lengthy epistles. ' The lengthy discourse is apt to be lacking in intelligence,' he growls; and c with all respect, it seems to me thou dost not understand the question thou hast put.' Finally, he concludes: ' Let me beg of thee, at the close of my letter, not to press an old man and retired veteran into the fight once more. Do thou, who "art a youth and at the summit of pontifical dignity, be content to teach the people ; enrich Rome with a new harvest from Africa. All I ask is to live in peace in some corner of my monastery with a pupil and a reader.' A few months later he wrote again, and seemed to be quite pacified. ' Enough of these quarrels,' he said ; ' let us be friends again, and for the future exchange only letters of affection, not of controversy. . . . Let us, if thou wilt, play without hurting each other in the field of Scriptural study.' Augustine immediately replied with a letter which is admirable, save for a rather foolish protest against the term t play.' He goes into the Scriptural question at length, and concludes with a fine chapter on the ethics of Christian controversy. c In many things,' he candidly avows,ur life and health.    I know that I am far from th.it perfection, of which it is written : u If unv  tmrhaving publishedtakes the title of 'Prinialp crt'Irelaud,'u»,| the ..il.n • l'-i- *'.
